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Position Statement: 11th September 2009

Littlehampton Allotments
The Town Council vigorously supports its allotments and plot holders. This is highlighted by the subsidy of 85% of the rent.  Plot rental fees will be £4.00 per rod in 2010 and £5.00 in 2011.  
The Council has revised its earlier decision to charge non-residents the full cost of renting an allotment.  Existing plot holders who do not live in the parish will now be charged the same rent as residents.  However, a plot will only be provided to non-residents on the waiting list if there are no Littlehampton residents on the list and then at full cost.
Currently, the waiting list comprises 125 residents and 27 non-residents.  Of these, eleven are current plot holders seeking further plots and 44 have specific preferences, rather than wanting the next available plot.  Time on the waiting list for a plot on any site is approximately eighteen months. Generally, a quarter of those on the waiting list decline the plot when offered.

Given that Littlehampton Town Council manages 440 plots of varying sizes, this is a manageable waiting list. If the list fell slightly, there would be vacant plots adding greatly to the overall costs.

Health Facility at Worthing Road

It is against this that the debate about the possible location of a Health Centre and Community Centre on Worthing Road allotments and the discussions about a large housing development in the North of the Town need to be considered.  Three very well attended consultation sessions were held with plot holders in October 2008, which enabled a list to be drafted of issues needing to be addressed if either of these proposals proceed, including the retention and improvement of allotments, their security and toilets and new plots for the increased population.

When a decision needs to be made, the Council will wish to be assured that these key requirements are met, together with adequate time to relocate and well prepared plots to move to.  The Town Council will always seek to improve the offer available to its plot holders, but will also look to act in the best interests of the Town, and Town Council.  Where these three ambitions align, there is a strong argument for change.

The Town Council assures all plot holders and residents that the Town Council will consult further where necessary and more importantly, keep those directly affected informed.  

In addition to the three consultation meetings with the allotment holders the matter has also been discussed at many other public meetings too.  Nothing has been agreed over the health centre at this stage.
It is likely that three options will be considered by Town Councillors over the next month.  One will be to keep the status quo; the second to build a health centre and community centre on the allotments site, and to provide displaced plot holders with high-quality, secure allotments on the nearby Church Land, with much better facilities; and the third, to build only a health centre, again moving affected plot holders to new sites.  These facilities could include fencing for the Church Land, toilets and a brick built trading hut and office for LALGA. A decision on a preferred option is likely before the end of October, but this will be subject to a number of factors, including Government approval, planning permission and valuation.
North Littlehampton

Agents for the potential developers at North Littlehampton have undertaken extensive consultations regarding their proposals.  This has shown that if this were to proceed there will be direct implications for many plot holders on Worthing Road and Mill Lane.  The developers need access over Town Council land and therefore, the Council is in a very strong position.  It will understandably seek new, improved facilities for those impacted by the development.  Indeed, I believe that the only way that the Town Council would countenance such a development to its allotments is if there were clear and substantial improvements for plot holders including additional plots; if it benefits the Town and also if it is a good use of Town Council resources.  All three criteria will need to be met.

No firm proposals have been brought to me and therefore the Town Councillors have not had an opportunity to discuss the implications of such a development.  However, this is likely to come forward in the next few months.  Again plot holders can be assured that in addition to the previous consultation, anyone directly affected will be consulted further.

The Town Council has nothing to hide on this matter.  Indeed, almost a year ago I went to great lengths to explain these proposals to all plot holders.  These issues have been on the agenda for all Town Council meetings and also the Allotments Working Group.  It is understandable that people are suspicious of change and broken promises.  However, this is the first time in recent years that the Town Council is in control of its own destiny.  I am sure that it will continue to act in the interests of plot holders; those on the waiting list; the Town as a whole and the Town Council, as a landowner, with a duty to provide allotments.  It will need to be satisfied with the overall development, the impact on its own resources, most notably the allotments and also satisfy the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (the responsible Government Department) of the robustness of its views.

I hope that this helps and will continue to keep you updated.

Peter Herbert

Town Clerk
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