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           June/July 2009

Dear Member,

With the longest day now a distant memory 2009 is into its second half. The past few months have been very difficult and I must apologize for there not being an April/May newsletter as many of you have asked if you have been missed from the delivery. Anyway her indoors tells me I must get my act together and start telling you of all that has and will happen over the coming weeks.
The trading hut is fairly quite at the moment but Glyn and Richard would like to see you as they now have the Suttons Autumn catalogue in, with 10% discount off published prices for all seeds and plants there will be lots of bargains to be had. Again autumn planting onion sets Radar and Senshyu will be available for delivery late September to mid October, but they must be ordered in advance. Priced at £1.90 for 200grams (just under ½ pound in old money) last orders will be Sunday 13th September 2009. You may remember me telling you about the bag of these sets that I found in the garage and planted back in January well they produced a very good crop which are just about to be harvested, so they come highly recommended.
With the allotment competition not very far off, I took a recent wander around the various sites to see what is happening and believe me there are some very good plots out there, the competition this year will be more competitive than ever . It would appear that some people are really going for it. Oh I nearly forgot the judging date will be just before or just after the garden competition judging on 17th July and all allotments will be looked at so no need to enter. But should you wish to enter or nominate a garden for the Town Council Garden Competition then you will need to get a form from The Manor House, closing date for this is Friday 10th July.
While on the subject of competitions, the Town Show schedules are now available from all the normal outlets or direct from me. As well as all the normal classes we have added a new section this year for Community groups. So if you work with, or are part of a group such as Schools, Guides, Scout Groups, Day Centre’s, etc please take a look and see if there is something your group can enter. Remember it must be a group effort and while the prize money will not knock your socks off there will be a trophy for the winning group. The date for this year’s show is Saturday 12th September at Rosemead Open Space, East Street.
At a recent Working Group meeting among the various issues brought up was one regarding wild life on allotments. You all know my views on foxes but this was something quite different and something I certainly have not thought much about, but it would appear that birds (feathered ones) have been causing a lot of problems. Pigeons have been helping themselves to plotholders crops and causing a lot of damage as well as heartache for some. There are two, no three ways to solve this problem, the first is please do not feed birds on the allotment at this time of year, there is a lot of food about without encouraging them on to the plot. Secondly use pea and bean netting stretched between canes this generally works for pigeons as they swoop down to feed, but finer mesh will be required to keep smaller birds from currents and other soft fruit, this mesh must be made into a cage or buried into the soil to stop the birds from becoming trapped under the net. It is also important to check these on a daily basis to ensure your next visit is not to remove any dead birds from this structure. Thirdly well you don’t want to know, but it involves a gun and pastry, now I’m in trouble.
Also at the Working Group meeting the subject of Non-residents was again discussed and a letter on this issue is attached to this newsletter, please read and if you wish, return as soon as possible and in any case before Monday 20th July. Town Council also agreed to let all held plots over the coming weeks as any plots affected by any development that may or may not take place will be a problem for the developer and not the Town Council. i.e. the Developer will have to provide new plots equal to or better than at present, we need to keep all plots occupied and in good order. Un-occupied plots also provide hiding places for rats and should you see any please phone the Town Council on 01903 732063, a pest control officer from Arun does visit each site every month but it will help if he knows where they have been seen and extra visits will be made if needed.
If you would like to talk to one of the members who sit on the Working Group they are as follows:

Worthing Road
Richard Feist, Glyn Allen

Mill Lane
John Horne

Fort Road & Trinidad
Alan Humphrey 
Howard Road
Mrs Hills, Mrs Ramos

The coach outing to the Peak District went very well and was enjoyed by all; it was just disappointing the coach was not full. So we look to next year and with plenty of time to plan your holidays why not include our trip into your program of outings.
The weekend of 21st 22nd 23rd May 2010 Tony has arranged a 3 day trip to Norfolk staying in the Lansdowne Hotel, Norwich which is only five minutes’ walk from the city centre. Leaving on Friday morning we travel to Bressingham Steam Museum and gardens something for everyone here and then on to our hotel in Norwich. On Saturday we travel to Sandringham the Norfolk retreat of the Queen, all the ladies will want to see this one. We will also enjoy a tour of the North Norfolk Coast returning to the hotel in time for our evening meal. Sunday we return home via the Imperial War Museum at Duxford, this is an extension to the museum in London and is where larger exhibits are held. With the many aircraft and other displays I’m sure you will want to return another day
The cost of this three day tour is £199 per person and includes bed, breakfast and evening meal all admissions and tips. Please book early, I know it is a long way off but things need to be booked a form is attached to this letter or for more information call Tony on 01903 714271.

If you cannot wait until next year join us on a day trip to Wisley on Sunday 20th September 2009.
This is the Surrey gardens of the Royal Horticultural Society with so much to see you can spend the whole day exploring the many plants and gardens as well as taking a well earned rest in one of the restaurants or spending time in the plant centre and gift shop. The cost of this trip is £13 yes that’s right £13 all in how do we do it? To book use the form attached or for more information contact Tony on 01903 714271. All bookings and money to be with Tony by Monday 17th August 2009 so do it now, again it is first come first served.
This is the last reminder for this year’s subscriptions which in turn will mean this is your last newsletter. If you have not renewed yet and wish to do so please contact Lee on 01903 717971.
That’s it for now but remember keep watching the planning applications in the press for anything that might affect the allotments, I know the Committee will be, but just in case we have an off day your help is needed. Together we can beat this threat.
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