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 January 2009

Dear Member,

On behalf of the Committee I should like to wish you all a Happy New Year and welcome you to the first newsletter of 2009.

First things first and Tony has asked me to remind you that the closing date for booking your place on the coach trip in May is the end of this month.  This is a long weekend to the Peak District.  Leaving on Friday 15th May we make our way to Shrigley Hall Hotel near Macclesfield, which will be our base for two nights.  On route we will visit Crown Derby Porcelain.  On Saturday we will visit Crich Tramway Museum as well as having some free time to explore a nearby town.  We leave our hotel on Sunday morning and before making the journey home we will be visiting Chatsworth House and Gardens, which is the home of the Duke of Devonshire.  The cost of this three-day extravaganza is £199.00 per person, although there may be a single room supplement.  Should you require further details please contact Tony on 01903 714 271.  Tony must have all monies in together with your booking form by 31st January 2009.   If you wish to go book it now before you read any more of this newsletter.

The first of our winter talks will be on Monday 26th January 2009 at The Dairy Community Centre, Church Street, Littlehampton, when we welcome Sylvia Endacott whose illustrated talk is entitled One Man’s Back Garden. This tells the story of Hotham Park, Bognor Regis, which was originally the garden of Sir Richard Hotham. The talk charts its history and uses over the years. The start time for this meeting is 7.30 p.m.  

Moving on 23rd February again at the Dairy Community Centre we will be entertained by Julia Goldsmith whose illustrated talk is entitled ‘The Agricultural Labourer’s Tale.’  This details the way of life as an agricultural labourer from Bedham near Fittleworth at the turn of the last Century – no tractors or combines in those days!  As in previous years admission is free as is a cup of tea or coffee all we ask is that you buy some raffle tickets to help offset some of the costs.

Another date for your diary is the AGM those dreaded three words.  This will take place on Monday, 16th March 2009 at The Trades and Labour Club, Wick; with the earlier start time of 7.00p.m.  Full details of this will be circulated next month.

As you are all aware the Trading Hut is currently closed, but hopefully will re-open as soon as the seed potatoes arrive.  This should be around mid to late February, but this will depend on the weather conditions so please keep those eyes peeled on the notice boards.

Talking of weather hope you enjoyed the cold spell or should I say Artic conditions.  Joking aside I do hope you took care when venturing out and did not have any mishaps.  At the time of writing this newsletter, the cold spell is going to break and guess what we are going to have in its place – yes you’re right wind and rain.   Even during the cold spell with temperatures at minus 3 and 4 degrees, the white fly still managed to attack me every time I went near the sprouts and cabbages.  Still I’ll get the blighters next year- if they don’t ban all the sprays we are currently using, winter digging is also postponed for the time being, so it’s time to retreat to the greenhouse.

A recent clear out of my garage or should I say the workbench in the garage revealed a packet of autumn onion sets, these will now be potted up in the greenhouse and grown on outside to be planted out on the plot in mid March, should be interesting to see what happens to them.  I also found a load of spring bulbs to be planted – her in doors was not best pleased so in order to keep the peace I have potted up some planters - should keep her quiet in March when she marvels at their beauty!  

As the ground is still frozen why not plant some shallots into 3” pots to give them an early start, and once they start to sprout set them outside into a sheltered position and plant out again in mid March when conditions start to improve.

Sweet peas that were not sown in October can now be started off in the greenhouse, along with onion seeds, and towards the end of the month the summer bedding which takes a long time to germinate and grow such as begonias, impatiens, and geraniums, (pelargoniums).  

Should the weather improve outside i.e. no frost for a day or two then this is an ideal time to prune fruit trees and bushes such as red and black currants, but not any plum or gages.  To reduce the risk of silver leaf disease stone fruits should not be pruned during the dormant season.  This is also an ideal time to plant bare rooted trees that were ordered back in the autumn, and most nurseries will hold a stock of bare rooted trees for those of you who have suddenly decided to grow some fruit.  I and another plot holder took a trip to Blackmoor Nurseries, near Selbourne in Hampshire, and came back with a carload of trees and bushes.  However, it is best to ring to check they are open, as I know that they do not open on a Sunday.  Should you require further details of this nursery please do not hesitate to telephone me.

Allotment rents are now due and should be paid without delay. If your intention is not to renew but to give up your plot please let Town Council know as soon as possible as this will allow vacant plots to be re-let quickly and help reduce the waiting list.   

Should you be looking for something to do on Saturday 7th February Yapton and District Cottage Gardeners are holding their Primrose sale in Yapton and Ford Village Hall Yapton, doors open at 10am.

That’s it for now but don’t forget the talks and most important the coach trip, the last one to Wales sold out and this is filling quickly, its not until May but Tony must know now if you wish to go.
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