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NOTES of the MEETING of the ALLOTMENT WORKING GROUP held in the NEW MILLENNIUM CHAMBER, MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH STREET, LITTLEHAMPTON on THURSDAY 22 JANUARY 2009 at 6.30pm

PRESENT:
Curs Butler (Chair), Gammon, Bolting, Wiltshire.

CO-OPTED MEMBERS:  Messrs Allen, Feist,

Humphrey, Farquhar, Mrs Hills and Mrs Ramos.

2008/2009

22. EVACUATION PROCEDURES These were noted.

23. MOBILE PHONES 

Members were reminded that the use of mobile phones (other than on silent) was prohibited at Town Council and Committee meetings.

24. APOLOGIES 

John Home gave apologies. Mr Lee Farquhar attended as representative from Mill Lane in his absence.

Mrs Ramos was welcomed as the Howard Road representative, attending with Mrs Hills who will act as substitute if required.

The Allotment working group queried the extended membership as this was previously restricted to 4 x LALGA members. However, it was agreed that Howard Road should be represented and that the current membership now covered all the allotment sites.

25. NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Notes of the meeting held on 4 September 2008, previously circulated, were confirmed as a true record. The meeting scheduled for 13 November was cancelled in favour of consultation meetings at that time.

26. ANNUAL ALLOTMENT TOUR 

The annual allotment tour took place on 2 November 2008 and many of the issues raised there had been addressed. The potholes at Worthing Road remained of concern and would be filled once the weather improved enough to allow this work.own Clerk - Peter Herbert

27. REPORT OF THE CLERK AND REPORTS OF ALLOTMENT SITES

27.1 Worthing Rd – Work on the Potholes would commence shortly, pending appropriate weather. The main gate required attention and might need a replacement post.

27.2 Mill Lane – No problems.

27.3 Fort Road – The palisade fence was working well, but a further section was required at the housing end.

27.4 Trinidad – No problems.

27.5 Howard Road – The site was being cleared and marked up to bring it in line with other sites. A Notice Board and Town Council sign would be installed at the site. The Working Group discussed whether chickens could be housed on the site, but due to the proximity of houses, it was agreed that they would not be encouraged. A proposal was needed to be agreed to cover all sites before a recommendation was made to Committee.

28. ISSUES DISCUSSED AT CRC 4 DECEMBER 2008 

28.1 A number of issues were raised at both the December and January meetings by allotment holders. It was felt that these had been addressed by the Clerk and Committee and that a further discussion by the Working Group was not required.

28.2 The Working Group also discussed the letter from Mr. Lacey to the Gazette. Concerns were expressed that despite consultation by the Town Council with allotment holders, the message had not been listened to and discussions to ensure that all were kept informed of potential developments were being portrayed as fait-accompli plans to drive out allotment holders. It was agreed that LALGA would reiterate previous statements in their next newsletter, space permitting.

29. POLICY/AIMS AND OBJECTIVES – FEEDBACK FROM LALGA  The updated policy aims and objectives of the Town Council were circulated. No issues were raised.

30. TOWN SHOW

The Town Show would be held on 12th September 2009. The Working Group thanked the Town Council for its help and support with the Show.

At the CRC meeting, Members had discussed the potential for splitting the Town Show from the Family Fun Day to increase capacity. The Town Show Committee felt very strongly that this would kill off the Town Show element as the two were mutually beneficial and encouraged more visitors and increased footfall. It was clarified that the Town Show was run by volunteers (on behalf of the Town Council), who raised funds for prizes and to pay the judges. The main event of the horticultural show was the display of entries and not the prize giving, which often only attracted winners. Alan Humphrey offered to prepare a brief background document on the Town Show for CRC members.

31. NORTH LITTLEHAMPTON 

No further information was available. A planning application had not yet been submitted.

32. SHORT TERM LEASES 

In view of the potential road which might affect the Mill Lane and Worthing Road allotment sites, a draft letter to new plot holders was discussed. This would alert new tenants to the situation and give an initial 12 month lease. The letter was agreed as a way of ensuring all plot holders were aware of the potential situation.

33. ALLOTMENTS BUDGET The Budget for 2009/10 was circulated and noted.

34. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The group discussed whether 4 meetings per annum were required in addition to the annual tour. It was agreed that due to ongoing issues and potential future developments, this remained appropriate.

An additional June allotment tour was discussed, but it was felt that this could be accommodated by holding an evening meeting on site at the allotments. The date of the next meeting would be 12th March 2009 at 6.30pm. The meeting originally scheduled for 4th June would now be held on 28th May due to the County and European Elections.

The meeting closed at 8:35pm

CHAIR
